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stature, light fellow complexion, black hair and eyes,
small nose, dilated nostrils, and somewhat dull, un-
intelligent expression in the eye^The teeth are often
dyed an ebony black, while the thick lips acquire a deep-
red colour from the universal custom of chewing betel.
3?he Siamese shave the hair of the headgfleaving nothing
"Tut a tuft on the crown, which is always carefully dressed,
especially by the women. The type is on the whole
decidedly ugly, although the children are often pretty,
and the women retain a certain comeliness till their
twentieth year. In the Land of the White Elephant,
Vincent remarks that outwardly there is little to dis-
tinguish the two sexes, both wearing thefrlanguti," or
loin cloth of coloured silk or cotton, witE an upper
garment varying with the season. The women often add
a vest or strip of cloth folded across the breast. But
rings, charms, ear-rings, and other jewellery are reserved
chiefly for the children of the upper classes^vhose naked
bodies are often profusely decked with golct and silver
spangles and suchlike trinkets. Mouhot tells us that he
saw in Bangkok a royal prince, some six or eight years
old, so over - weighted with these objects that he was
unable to stir.

(Besides betel - chewing, tobacco - smoking is very
generaljyand nearly every one has a cigarette stuck
like a clerk's quill behind his ear. The staple food
is rice and fish, varied with vegetables, fruits, and
spiced soups.

The Lao domain, now subject to Siam, is divided into
a great number of provinces, which are ruled partly
by hereditary "Kiao," or princes, partly by governors
appointed from Bangkok. The present Kiao of Bassac,
on the Cambodian frontier, is the last survivor of the old
Lao dynasty, which was deposed in 1828 by the Siamese.
The national assemblies in the Lao States are usuallv